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to do so for a period extending to two years and the case will have
to be referred to the investigating authority on every occasion.

Section 33 seemed to imply that the accused could even be
confined with the ordinary criminals. It is now made clear that
he will have to be kept apart.

In Section 34, the period for which the accused could be
held in custody without orders from the Government has been
fixed at seven days,

In Section 40, the period of one month has been reduced to
21 days.

Comment: It must be admitted that the alterations sugges-
ted by the Select Committee do effect some improvements in the
original Bill but they leave the basic principle of the Bill un-
touched, and the Bill can be used to harass people so much
that, as the Hon'ble Mr. Shastriar has pointed out, even the
members of the new Councils with enlarged powers which are to
come into being will tremble while making any comments and be
able to avail themselves of their nominal freedom only by turning
themselves flatterers. If this is true as regards members of the
Legislature, what will be the condition of the defenceless, igno*
rant people? It is the duty of every thinking Indian to save the
people from this danger, a duty one can discharge only by offer-
ing satyagraha.

[From Gujarati]
Gujarati, 9-34919

125.   INSTRUCTIONS TO VOLUNTEERS

26, 19191
The following instructions to satyagraha volunteers have been
issued by the Committee of the Sabha to be strictly followed in
taking signatures,
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
Volunteers shall read and explain the Satyagraha Pledge to
every intending signatory before taking his signature to the vow,
The Pledge is in three parts; The first lays down the objects of the
Pledge* It declares that the signatories are of opinion that the
Rowlatt Bills are "unjust, subversive of the principle of liberty and
justice, and destructive of the elementary rights of individuals* '.
In order to be able to make this statement one must fully under-
Dwy Vol V,